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it is not to be wondered, that their Opinions, 

are abſurd and fooliſh, and their Lives wicked. 
Many good Sermons are 

publiſhed, for the Infruflion 

as a Leffure (however learned and rational) in 

| any Art of Science, is not to be underſtood by any 

| Man who is nit firſt made acquainted 

| general Sem ef it; ſo Sermons and other excel- 
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which to believe them. 


8 The Knowledge of Religion 
Man finds that he has any Way broken the 
La of God, N to confeſs 
it to God, to his Pardon for it, and dili - 
gently to it for the Time to come; 
which is called J . Theſe three 
Things then, namely, Faitb, Obedience, and 
Repentance, do contain the whole Subſtance 
of the Duty of every Chriſtian. 
I begin with the. firſt of theſe three: And 
in order to enlighten the Mind, and ſtrengthen 
the Faith of a Chriſtian, I ſhall endeavour, 
. to ſhew what are the chicfeſt of thoſe 
: which God has made known to Man- 
Þ# kind, in order to. our Belief : And Secondly, 
what Grounds and Aſſurance we have, upon 


As to the former of theſe, the made 
known by. God io be believed by ws, are 
chiefly theſe: | 

Fir, That there i is. a God. who made the 
Heavens, the Earth, and all Things therein 
contained; and has diſpoſed ali Thicags in het 
molt uſeful and beautiful O:der in which. they 
ſtill continue. That God is not a beg, like 
unto us, nor ſubject unto any ui F'railties- or 
Imperfeftions as we are: Bu: t he is a Spirit, 
Eternal, without Begigning or Ending, moſt 
boly. juſt and true, m--ſt gracious and merciful :: 
Thar he knows all Things, can do all Things, 
anc! * where, without being con-. 


x 
fined to -ay Place. And although there nei. 
ther is, nor can be, more than one God, yet ig; 


the 


| made Eaſy to the mean Capacity. 989 
the Unity of the Godhead or Divine Nature. 
there are thicee diſtinct Perſons, of whom fre- 
quent Mention is made in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; and to each of whom both the Name 
and Attributes of God are often aſcribed : The 
_ firſt of theſe Perſons is called the Faber; the- 
ſecond the San, and ſometimes the Ford; and 
the third the Holy Gbof, or Spirit. And this, 
in ſhort, is the Meaning of what we call the- 

Doctrine of the Holy, Bleiſed, and undivided: 
Trinity : Which is to be received and believed, 
becauſe God has made it known to us; but 
ought not to be curiouſly pried into, becauſe: 
it is above our Underſtanding to comprehend. | 
As. long as we are here in the Body, we ſee- 
ſach Things as theſe but as tbr ihe Claſs dark- 
iy; but when we ſhall be advanced to the per- 
fect State of the Bleſſed in Heaven, then we 
ſhall ſee Face 10 Face, and know. even alſe as we: | 
are known, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

To the firſt: of theſe Perſons, namely, to 
the Fatber, the Holy Scriptures do more im- 
mediately aſcribe. the Work of creating the 
World by his Almighty Power, and of go- 

verning and ordering it. and all Things in it, 
by his good Providence. | 
As to the ſecond of theſe Perfons who is 
called the Sox, or the Ford, we are taught to» 
believe that he came down from Heaven, and 
_ tnok the Nature of Man upon him; and became-: 
Man for our Sake; like unto us in all Things, 


Sia only excepted : . 
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and converſed with them for the Spaceof 
no leſs than forty Days (that in that Time the,. 


his 


made: Zaſy to the meaneft Ci’. 13, 
his Reſurrection) after which, in the Sight of a 
Multitude of them, be was opemy taken up: 
and aſcended into Heaven, where he remains. 
in the higheſt Glory: which is called fitting. 
at the Right Hand of God ; where he cominues- 
for ever to make Iaterceſſion with God for us. 
Concerning. the third Perſoa in the Holy. 
Trigity, who is called the Holy Ghoſt or Hely. 
Spirit, becauſe- be works Holineſs in us, we are · 
taught to believe that, ſoon. atter Chriff's Af 
_— into Heaven, the Holy Ghoſt being: 
fot From them, id the Son, and coming: 
them, did in a wonderful Manner,” 
deſcend upon the Apoſtles. apd Diſciples of. 
we enlightening their Minds, and opening. 
ir Underſandings- that they might under - 
Holy Scriptures, and ns the Will: 
giving them Gifts and Abilities to. 


PF. 1 


ock-and. pred the e 

Power ; and enabling them to ſpeak all Sorts 

_ of that they might inſtruct all the, 

feveral Nations and People in the World; and. 

ging them m Pozer to work Miracles for the 
con choſe Things which they 

taught and And the Mj- 


preached. 

niſters-. and Preachers of the Goipel do not 
appear in theſe Days to be endowed with the 
fame miraculous Gifts and Abilities as the Apo- 
28 being other ſufficient Means 
for the laſtruction of the People, and Confir- 
mation: of the true Faith and Religion) yet are 
we aſſured, —— 
3 and 


14 Fhe Knowledge of Religion 
and lawful Way, endeavours, with Sincerity 
and Diligence, wi improve his Underſtanding, 


and” i his Knowledge in the Things 
that r 
| both of himſclf and others; the Holy Spirie- 
of God will not be wanting to ſuch # Man, 
but wi 

and wi 

that 

of t 

his ow 
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wo ſay, the Inſtrud ion, of all Chriſtian People. | 
And whereas, by Nature, we are all of us 
inelined to Evil, and unable of ourſelves to. 
| ting as we ſhould ;. the Holy 

ighteniog of our 
ledge of thoſe 


The whole C 
the outward Preaching 


made Eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity. 25 
called and brought to receive and embrace the 
true Faith, and baptized in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; all theſe Per- 
fons, I ſay, together with their Children, are 
called by the Name of the Church of C 


nd as a Ki is the Head of his Kingdom, fo | 
the and Head of his Church; 
the very End and of _ calling * 


gathering his Church, being the promot- 
of true lineſs here, in order to Salva- 
hereafter ; for this Reaſon the Church is 
to be bob, M 1 are 
ungodly, may and live in the FT iGble Commu- 
nion of the Church; as one that is a Rebel 


Furthermore, As a Ki "Cox | 

wealth, by its Laws and Softicorions, is but 
one Society, altho* evil Men may raiſe Fac- 
tions, make Parties, and cauſe Divifions within 
it ; fo our Saviour Chrift Jeſus appointed and 
called but one Church; in the Communion or 
Fellowſhip of which, all Saints, that is, all ö 
Chriſtians, are for ever to be joined and uoited, 
and to partake in common the Advantages 
and Privileges which God has promifcd to that 
11 altho' by the Perverſeneſs of fome, 
and the Miſtakes of others, this ſame Church, 
which ought to be entirely one both in Faith 
and Charity, i is divided into contrary 4 


16 The Kiowltdge of. Religion 


which refuſe and renounce Communion with 
one another. 

And whereas, before the coming of Chrip, 
the Church of God, that is to ſay, the People 
whom God had: outwardly called, and made 
Himſelf and his Will known. unto them by bis 
revealed World ;. whereas this Church, I ſay, 
wis then - confined to one particular Place and 
Nation, that is to ſay, to the Temple of Jeru · 
and the Children of Iſrael; Jeſus Chrift. 
has called all Nations aad People indifferently 
ioto bis Church, offering the Ad 
Privileges thereof, in as ample a Manner to _ 5 
Sentiles as to the Jes; and acceptin 8 , 
Faith, Repentance, Obedience, and Vorſhip, 
alike in 1 arts and Places of the whole: 
Wortd : Upon which Account the Church is 
called Catholic, that is to ſay, Univerſal. 
As there is a Covenaar, that is to fay, a mu- 
tual Agreement or Promiſe, made between 2 
Huſband and his Wife, a Maſter and his Ser- 
vant, 2 King and his People : So, in like Man- 


and 


ner, is there a Covenant made between God, in 


and through Jeſus Chrift on the one Part, and 
the Church on. the other. Every Member of 
the Church, ſor his Part, promiſes and engages 
to perform thoſe Things which God requires: 
in order to Salvation, which, at the Beginning 
I told you, were Faith, Obedience; and Re- 
pentance: And God, for his Part, has promiſ- 
ed for the Sake of Jeſus Chrift, that he will 
give the Grace and Alliftance of his Holy 


bad 


mad Eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity. 
Spirit. to all thoſe who make a good Uſe there- 
of; that he will pardon the Sins of thoſe who 
truly repent, that altho*, when we die, our 
Bodies do return to the Earth, out of which 
| they were taken, as our Souls do to God that 

ave them, yet a Day ſhall come, when this 

orld ſhall have an End, and Jeſus Chris ſhall 
come to } all Mankind ; at which Time, | 
the Budics of all Men ſhall be raiſed again, 
and re united to their Souls ; and whereas they | 
who have lived wickedly, and died impenitent- 

Iz, ſhall be condemned to eternal Forments, 

with the Devil and his evil Spirits, who were * 
caſt out of Heaven for their Rebellion againſt 
God; they who faithfully and Gocezely per- 
form thoſe Things which God require, ſhall be 
rewarded with everlaſting Happineſs and Joy 
in Heaven, in the Preſence of God for pep ee 
And thus we have heard what are the chic 
of thoſe Thiogs which God has made known 
to Mankind, in order to our Belief : The next 
Thing to be conſidered is, what Grounds and 
Aſſurance we have upon which we may and 
ought to believe him. 

And here, in the firſt Place, ſome of theſe 
Things are to be believed, becauſe we are aſ- 
ſored of them by our own Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding. Thus, for Example, our own Rea- 
ſon informs us, that the World was made 
tramed by Almighty God. becauſe we ſec 4 
much Order, = and Uſcfuincfs in the 
whole and every Part of it: That God is eter- 


nal, 


19 


18 The Knewledge of Religion 
nal, moſt Wiſe, Good, Juſt, and Per- 
ſect. becauſe he is· the firſt Cauſe of al Things : 

Thar good Men fhbuld be rewarded, and wick- 
ed Men puhiſhed, becauſe God is Good and Juſt; 
. Wile and Powerful. and that "theſe Kewards 


and Puniſhmenty ſhall bediſtributed in the Life 


111 
| ed en much 
afflicted. 2 remain in this Life. 
Theſe, I'fay, and ſome ſuck Things as theſe, 
are abundantly taught us 1 — 
alone; and therefore t to be'received and 
believed, even tho God had not made them 
farther known unto us by any Revelation. 

But, we have a farther Ground to believe 
not only-theſe and ſuch like Things as were laſt 
mentioned, but alfo all the reſt'of thoſe Things 
| of which I have been giving an Actount ; and 
that is, becauſe they are plainly contained in 
thar Book which we call the Holy 
; to which Book we ought to giveCre- 
dit, becauſe the Doctrine which is contained in 
that Part of it which is called the New Tefe- 
ment, was confirmed, not by the Miracles 
and wonderful Works, bur alſo by the Death 


and Sufferings of Jeſus Chrift and his Apoſtles, 
and many 
„ HHS is CY he CO we 
to give the like Credit to that alſo, be- 
cauſe Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles do fo often 
in the New Teffament give Teſtimony of the 


Truth of ir, and affure vs, thatit, as well as the 


of his Diſciples: And for the other 


made Eafy to the meaneft Capacity rity. 19 
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s theſe, as ſoon as ever he hears them named. 


20 The Knowledge of Riligion: 
immediately, in ſuch a Caſe, refuſe to comply: 
or yield my Afﬀent, becauſe F am ſure that a 
= gracious. God will never require 

ch monſtrous and. abſurd Things from his 
Creatores : He never will impoſe it upon us 
to believe that Bitter is: Sweet, · or Sweet Bit- | | 


ter; that Darkneſs is Light, or Light Dark 
neſs ; that what we ſee, and feel, and taſte, to. 
be a ſmall Portion of Bread; is a Human Boe | 
dy or that one and the ſame Body can be eng- 
rely in many, ſeveral, and far diſtant Places | 
at once. Such Things as theſe, I ſay, I am ſure, 
God vill never impoſe upon us to believe; be- 
cauſe he has ſo framed the Mind of Man, as to. 
re ject all ſuch Abſurdities and Contradictiona 


Zut as for Things which do not appear to be 
Idſurd: but only are dark and obſcure, and not 
Font rary to · our Underſtanding, altho? it may 
de very far above it, if God has thought fit tu 
declare ſome fuch Things as theſe unto. us, there 
can he no Reaſon why we ſhould not give Cre= 
dit to them up on his Authority. A Man who 
is born blind, believes that there is ſuch a 
Thing as. Light, (altho” he- knows not what. 
is is) becauſe all his Neighbours tell him ſo: 
And if: the Holy Scripture tells me that there: 
qre three Perfors. in the Unity. of the Divine 
Nature, and that the Divine and Human Na- 
ture are joined together in the ſingle 


| Perſon of. 
if; why ought | not o give my Aſſent to | 

ſe Things. albe? 1 do ndt underfland the, | 
Manner of them: | ad: 


* 
* 


, he a 


' the ſecond Thing which he 
_ Which is, to live according 


| & 
the Laws of God are, is partly 


Guidance of their own Underſtandi 


reaching us "ſome Part of bis Will; which 


| our Sup 


ments: Bavloy the moreealy taking a full View 


math Bi vo che waiſt, 21 
And thus have [I given ſome Account of 
che firſt Thing which God requires from us 
namely, to believe what he has made known, 
which is called Faith. | therefore to 
vires from us: 


Laws which be Yes given US's which is called 


hereby we come to know what 
by our own 
Reaſon, and more fully by the Holy Scripture : 
Moſt of the Things which God commands are 
in themſelves ſo very reaſonable and plain, that 
they who have not the Li 


ght of his Word, ; 
may yet very eafily know them, even 


> as will 
ar appear, when we come to ta ea View 
of the a And for the further direct 
ing and affiſting our Reaſon, as alſo for the 


otherwiſe of ourſelves we could 
know ; be has 


never come to 
us a full Account of all 


fufficient Reaſon to oblige us to keep them, 
becauſe he, who is our Creator and Redeemer, 

Lord, our Maſter, . and our 
ies it from us. 
The chief and moſt fundamental of the Laws 


of God (and under which all the reſt may be 
com 


prehended) are thoſe which ate common- 
ty known by the Name of the Ten Command- 


both 


to thoſe Rules or 


= |} 


his Laws in his reveal:d 'Word * And this is a 


contains thoſe Laws which teach every Man 
his Duty towards himſelf ; and the third con- 
tains thoſe Laws which teach us our Duty to- 
wards other Men: Under which Diviſion, 1 
ſhall endeavont to give as ſhort, yet-plain and 
comprehenſive, an Account as I can of 
He then, as for the Duty which we owe 


unt God, the chief Parjs or Bra ; 


= 


i made Eafy3o the weaneft(Capocity. 23 


ſelves to be for ever happy with him in Hes- 
ven: Tete God aber el Things, becayle 


. 


| - heis mot Juſt erfvl, 


tz Phe Knowledge of Religion = 
vurſelves there with Gravity and ne 
ing a due Reſpec̃t to his Miniſters for the 
by of their Function, being ready to contri · 
bute what in us lies to the Advancement of "his 
. em ing his own Day in Works and 
Exerciſes of Piety and Charity ; Reading, or 
or Meditating upon his Holy Word, 
L the beſt Inſtructions 
we can out of it; giving due Attendance up- 
on, and r . Ordinances 
7 which he appoin uch as Preaching, 
Catechiſing, Baptiſm, and the Holy Commu» = 
nion 3 often calling to Mind the Vow which we 
emer into/ ac the Time of cur Bapdifin, where- 
by we are admitted into the viſible Society and 
Fellowſhip of Chi: Church; and preparing 
ourſelves eee nnd end by Tye, q 
Meditation, Self-Examination, and R | 
ance, that we may be fir to come and we of - 
that Bread, and drink of that Cup, which Chi 
has appointed as a Remembrance of his Dearh 
add Suffcrings for us; and alſe as the Means 
we ke of, and communicate in, 
te Merits of his Paſſion; for which Reaſon it 
i called the Hol Communion, never mention · 
ing God's e ai but with Serjouſheſs 
and Reverence; from ill vain,” pro- 
fane, and falſe > Curling, and Blaſ- 
pheming; always a Conſcience of 
pertorming faithfully whatever we have bound 
ourſelves to by an Oath, and never inaking a 
ee Thing lg 


unto him, and to beg 
bim; offering up all theſe our Devotions in the 
Name and through 


made Eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity. 23 
God, or wherein Religion is concerned: And 
laſt of all, to worſhip. God both publicly and 
privately ; that is to ſay, to praiſe him for his 
Goodneſs and z togive Thanks unto 
him for his B both Spiritual and Tem 


poral, whichwehavereceivedfromhim; to pray 
to him for all Things neceſſary both for our 


Souls and for our Bodies; to confeſs our Sins 
the Pardon of them from 


the Mediation of Jeſus 
Chrift our moſt bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. 


Theſe, I ſay, are the main Branches and fun- 
damental Parts of our 


Duty to God: And as 
we muſt be ever careful and diligent to perform 


all theſe Things towards him, fo muſt we not, 
upon this Account, render this, or any Part of 
the ſame Duty to any Thing or Perſon but to 
God alone. We muſt neither love, nor fear, 


nor hope, nor truſt in, nor honour, nor wor- 


- ſhip, nor praiſe, nor pray to, any Saint or An- 
gel, or Image, or any Thing whatſoever, whe- 
ther in Heaven or upon Earth, in the ſame or 


the like Manner as we perform theſe Things 


towards Almighty God; for God is a jealous 


God, and will not endure any Rival or Com- 
petitor in that Love, Honour and Duty which 
we owe unto hi 


l I come now, in the ſecond Place, to thoſe 


Laws of God which concern. the Duty of every 


Man towards himſelf : The chief Branches of 
which are theſe that follow; that is to ſay, » 


26 The Knowledge of Religion 
be humble in our own Thoughts, confidering 
what frail and infirm, what 
| Creatures we are; not todefire any Praife 
from Men, but to refer the Glory of every Thing 


to God, who is the Author of it; to be 


ſuffering Anger, or any other Paſſion, to grow 
fo ſtrong within us, as to make us either ſay or 
do any Thing that is unbecoming 
„ 
Condition, with reſpect both to this World 
and that is which to come, that ſo we may be 
always upon our Guard againſt Temptations to 
Sinz to be 
and Conditions of Life, as well in Sickneſs as in 
Health, in Adverſity as in Proſperity z neither 
murmuring nor repining at any Evil that be- 


& better 


or 


tion than we z not 

fit, and may conduce 
always ſubmitting to 
and and Directions of God's Pro- 
Tas in the World, — that comes to 
World; to be diligent and induftrious 
ourſelves more and more in the 


and Practice of 


may be given to us; to be 


„ 


ignorant and for- 


that may 4 „ ; fro wor 


and calm in our Temper and Behaviour, never 


a Chriſtian; 


patient and contented in all Eſtates 


us, nor envying thoſe who ſeem to be in 


every 
ing the beſt Uſe we can of 
Portion of Grac which we already have, 


— 


made Eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity. 27 
in our very Words and Thoughts, avoidingnot 
only all filthy Luft and Uncleanneſa, but even 
all Manner of immodeſt Diſcourſe ; and mor- 
_ tifying and ſubduing all impure Deſires ;- to be 
moderate in Eating, Sober and Temperate in 
Drinking, not waſting overmuch Time in 
or Idleneſs, or any Sort of Recreations, 
leſsin ſuch as are unlawful; not beſtowing much 
Coſt in Apparelor Furniture, or any other Thing 
which ſerves only to pleaſe our Fancy, or gra- 
tify our — 3 but always making ſuch an 
Uſe of thoſe Creatures which God has given us, 
and thoſe Liberties which he has nd an. 2” 
may tend moſt to his Glory, the Good of others, 
and the Health and Welfare both of our Souls 
and Bodies. And this ſhall ſuffice for a brief Ac- 
count of that Duty which every Man, by God's 

Law, is obliged to towards himſelf. 
And now, in the Third Place, for that Duty 
which we owe to all other Men. By the Laws 
| n ey A 

ſoever, (whether they are Poor or Rich, Low 
or High, Friends, Strangers, or Enemies) al- 
tho? not altogether as well, yet as truly and fin- 
cerely, without any Fraud and Diſſimulation, as 
899 XII ne- 
ver fail to be ſhewn, our hearty Pra 
for the Welfare of every dos. cod ns Gs 
Endeavours to prevent his Hurt, and promote 
g have Ability 2 and Op- 
nity for it; always remembering and 
Oe that in our doing Good unto one 


2. Man, 


28 The Knowledge of Religion 
Man, we do not offer any Injury, or neglact 
any Part of that D 2 we owe unto 
another; but doing unto other Man, as 
we ſhould judge it to be reaſonable and con- 
ſcionable for us to expect and defire, that they 
ſhould do by us, if we were in their Cafe and 
Condition. We mult neither take away nor 
detain from any other Man, any Thing which is 
his lawful Right ; but whatſoever is fairly due 
to him, cither by 
the Land, or by any lawful Promiſe or Agiee- 
ment made to or with him, muſt freely and rea- 
dily be rendered to him, without putting him to 
the Trouble of ſuing or contending for it: The 
Life of no Man muſt be taken away (except 
by the lawful Authority of the Magiftrate, or 
in one's own juſt and neceſſary Defence) nor 
muſt his Body be maimed or hurt, or his good 
Name injured or leflened, either by raifing or 
helping to ſpread any falſe or ill-grounded Re- 
=_ concerning him, or by iſhing his 
aults or Failings, except in Juſtice and Cha- 
rity to others we become bound to do it: But, 
on the contrary, we muſt be ready, as we have 
nity, to contribute what in us lies, to 
the Life and Health, and good Name, 
as well as the Goods and Eſtate of our Neigh- 
bour, if they appear to be in Danger, either 
by any Accident, or by the malicious Deſign of 
another againſt them: We muſt not tempt or 
allure, or by our evil Example encourage, other 
Men to commit Sin; butas we may 1 
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the Laus of God, or thoſe of 
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Cauſe are public Enemies to the State (whe-- 
ther they are foreign Foes or domeſtic Rebels) 
may be reſiſted, and, under the Commiſſion of 
lawful Authority, ſubdued by Force of Arms : 
And if a private Enemy unlawfully affaults, or 
any Way endeavours to injure any Man in his 
Perſon, Goods, or good Name, it is lawful 
for the Perſon who is thus affaulted or injured 
_ his own CO NI bag 
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when we have thus done all that is neceſ- 
ſary, or that we are able todo, for the 
Preſervation of ourſelves or the Public; we 
muſt not farther out of Hatred or Ma- 
lic to do any Thing merely to vex, or gyieve,. 
or hurt, even the greateſt and moſt im 
Enemies : But on the contrary, having ſo. 
ſecured ourſelves, as that they can do us no 
Hurt, we muſt always be ready to do them 
all Manner of Good that is conſiſtent with our 
own neceflary Safety, and with that Duty 
which we owe to the reſt of Mankind. Hu- 
bands muſt love their Wives with a moſt ten- 
der Affection; of which they muſt give all the 
Proof they can in all their Actions: And: 
Wives muſt in like Manner love and alſo be 
obedient to their Huſbands, and each of them- 
muſt be ſtrictly juſt and fairhful to the other 
in all Things. Parents muſt honeſtly endea- 
vour to provide for their Children, and to 
teach and breed them up in ſuch a Manner as. 
| may be beſt both for their Souls and Bodies, 


diligently 


made Eafy to the 
diligently and tenderly 


behave themſelves not only with Faithfulneſs. 
and Diligence, but alſo with Obedience and 
Reſpe& towards their Maſters and Miſtreſſes. 
The Paſtors and Miniſters of God's Church: 
muſt be examplary in their Lives, diligent and 
induſtrious in their Teaching and Preaching, 
of wholſome and uſeful Doctrine, and admi- 
niſtring and diſpenſing of all the Ordinances. 

of God, that they may, as much as in them 
lies, promote the Salvation of the Souls that 
are committed to their Charge: And the Peo- 
ple, on the other Hand, muſt pay a Reſpect 
to their Paſtors and Miniſters, for their Work: 
and Function's Sake ; giving as conſtant and 
reverent Attendance as they can upon all Holy 


Offices, and carefully hearkening to, and put- 
ting in Practice, all ſuch wholſome Directions 
and Inſtructions, as they do or ſhall. receive 
from them. And laſtly, all Magiſtrates and 
Rulers, in their ſeveral Stations, muſt govern. 
the People that are under them, according to 
the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Land, ad- 
miniſtring Juſtice with Diligence and Diſ- 
patch, and without Fear, Favour, or Affection, 
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2 Place. 


Now, 
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Now, when a Man has tranſgreſſed any of 
the Laws of God, and thereby made himſelf li- 
able to his Wrath and eternal Damnation; the 
firſt Step that he muſt take, in order to Repen- 
trance and Reconciliation with him, is to be truly 
ſorrowful for his Sins, whereby he has provok- 
ed ſo Good and Gracious, fo Juſt and Power - 
ful a God, and run himſelf into ſo great Dan- 
ger. But the Truth of this Sorrow is not to be 
judged of by the Violence or Paſſionateneſs of 
it; but that Man who has ſuch a due Senſe of 
his Sins, as to be effectually moved thereby to 
forſake and amend them; He, and he only, 
can be ſaid to be truly and acceptably ſorrow- 
ful for them. Now this Sorrow-for Sin muſt, 
in the next Place, move him to make an humble 
Acknow and Confeſſion of them to 
God: And that he may the better perform 
this, it is neceſſary, that he often examine his 
on Conſcience, and endeavour to bring his 
Sins to his Remembrance. And at the 
Time when he confeſſes his Sins, he muſt alſo 
humbly beg God's Pardon for them for the 
Sake of Feſus Chrift, ho died for us; and muſt 
put on ſerious and ſtedfaſt Reſolutions that he 
will amend them, and lead a better Life for the 
Time to come; and that if he has done any 
Wrong in Word or Deed to any other Man 
whatſoever, he will make Reparation and Re- 
ſtitution to him, to the beſt of his Power: And 

to conclude all, he muſt ſtrictly keep and fulfil 
theſe Reſolutions when he has made them 2 
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elſe all that has gone before will ſignify nothing. 


For indeed Reformation or Amendment of 
Life is the only Thing that completes and 


makes up the true Nature of Repentance. 
And I have endeavoured to give a brief 
and plain Account of all that God requires 
as neceſſary to Salvation. And God of his 
Mercy direct us to believe and practiſe ac- 
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